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. li.^ou aid tnis as tne lirst, siep toward the unleashing ot- 
g.v'var, well tnen, it is evident~tnat nothing else is left to us but to 
f; accept tnis challenge of yours* li aowever,. you have not lost your :?:i 

self-control and sensibly^conceive wnat tins iiead. to, then, 

^'President,' we anu, you ou^ht not now to pull on the tnus oi the rope v • 
in wnicn you nave tied tne Knot oi war, because the more the two o 1-- 


jl 11 nnxoii j w/ uc nuv o v* vu -- - r '*■ \ 

jgfeus puli, tne ti b nter:':.tnat. KnoWwill De tied, i Ana a-moment may^come when- 
that KiiO't'-will’'be': tied so &ikdt v that 5 even he wno tied it'Willy.not nave 
^itne strength to,-‘untie i t-,'.audfftnen it 'Wiil' ue iiecessary^toj^cutllhat >j* 
f^knot, auu wnat>\hat woulu wean^is ‘not for|me *to explain; to-you,;*because,;;. 
I»- 4 V :you yourseiil^unuers'tana peri ectly oi'Vwhafejffce f r i b 1 e ' s t0 JPCea. Ouf|OOUutriee 

^dispose. : - • * •;«*# ;t 

*V. ' Consequently, ii the! eis v no intention to tighten that .knot’ p and rb.>„ 

ftfctnereoy* to- aoom^the' worlu^to^ihef catastrophe oi> tnermonuclear^war,-'^ ^ 
,4.-' tnenlet us ■ not- only .relax ’tne^lorces pulling on the ends oii- the^rppej^n^. 
^let us taxe measures' 5 to untiefth&t knot. We are ready?/for tnis^^i^;;^: 

_: f V. Vi'e welcome all forces wuicii stand on positiOnS oi peace. 4 

||s Coic equently, I expressed gratitude to wr. Bertrand Hussell, -too, 
w r no manifests alarm am concern;: for the late ol tne woriu, and. I 
!?■, readily responded to tne appealed tne Acting Secretaiy General oi 
tne UP, U Thant. ’. ■ 'V% '• * 
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Tnere,.Mr* PresiueuL, are iuy thou^nus, van on, il you a^reeu v;itn 
-*L Laeiii* couiu put an enu lo tnat*tense situ< tion wnich is uisturning all 

- * .».* a. ..**■*• /.i. f •’ 

“ ^peoples. t # % rv * 

These vnou 5 ius are uictaueauy a sincere desire lo relieve tne V . 


sicuatio**, lo ‘ reaove tne tnreau ol v/ar. 
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Kespectfully yours, 
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Oct 27, 19o2. Goa, Aleksahur Fomin, counselor; SOV— James Ramsey 
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taxK on evening of October 27. hr. Fomin took a very gloomy 
view 01' the situation, saying i« v/as fruugnt witn. all kiuua 01 
aaiwers. lie complained* tnatltnere•»seemed to be a-lacK oi commun¬ 
ications between our two;-countries..on problems' currently/troubling 
us arm su^esteu speciiically that tnere^snoula be ^°^e Hiirect^oo^act 
uetween 
cations 

Mux Fomin staoeu tnat'tne* personality ol' the President was a ey- 
factor wmcn introuuceu great complications into tne situation anu . 
possibly lay at the root* of -the trouble. He said tnat . tne Pres 
haa a "uoa or die” attituue’and quoted several instances.of what he 
conslutrea liitempeiate behavior on nis part. These were: the feud 
witn broyhill m Virginia,-jtne dispute wiin tne steel companies, ^ if 
and tne moment in Oxiord, Miss. Mr. F expressed’ftire opinions that 
tne Presiuent neeu notnave let such issues come to an open conliict 
siiicc tneie nau been other possibilities open to him lor nanuiin G 
tnem. Re urew aii analogy betweentnese examples an. the White House’s 
aandlin 0 of tnemost pressing problems in wnich the USSR was vitally 
interested. Mr. F saiu tnat tne president, being Irish, was very 
headstrong anu determined oO nave his way at all costs. \ii ren queried 
as to wnat ne thought would be tne best way of reacoin 6 -totne actions 
of a president such as he nau described, Mr. F made some equivocal 
remarks wnich could be interpreted as indicating a lacx oi decision 
on tms point. 

Mr. F saiu tnat tne China for Turkey proposal snouic be consiuered 
as a serious toiler. Re stressed repeatedly tnat tne USSn was 
seeking equality of treatment on tne international scene and tnat 
the American people snould now finally unuerstand what it meant to 
nave missiles of a foreign power pointed at their country from a 
neighboring state' of minor dimensions. Re said hie government was 
flexible on the details of any agreement anu would not be demanuing 
m terms of a del ini ve time period (he mentioned, specicially. a :..v *•;<>;; 
year lor witnarawal from Turkey). 

Mr. F concluded on the ratner rueful note that the US was'; taking 
advantage of the SU’s current uispute with the Chinese to advance 
its 1 demanus at a time inopportune to wo scow. •• • • " 


• 


((F nau had fiery talx with S that aiternoonT) 


(siiown to Sec on 51 Oct; question whetner remarks onPres snould 
be snowu to White Rouse. DR: This snould. not be sent to the 
wuite Rouse. it has been overtaken by events. This muana memo 
Siiould have been in our nanos within one hour after'tne covernsation 
occurred.)) 
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2 'i Oct* 1 '-feat hurt ulrom/isunay tnav the tree’s lwuling|Aa^that 
after the'Cuban affair !*we cun push our Allies-harde^tnan was 
.tne case before. ((re 4 Berlin) • •" 

. - • * ; * . / ' h - 

• ’ . : * ’*■•.' ; . 
f , » • v . • 

laoiupGon . v . ,~ ■ ■ \/-\ /hy* 

• . ■ • : : ’ • - ; ’ . ; > * 

25 Oct: Political Path.’ following political actions might oe y "#%. V 
consiaered: 1. A proposal in some forum to withdraw our missiles;• 
from Turkey inreturn for-Soviet withdrawal of tneir missiles,from"/r; ; 
Cuba. This rnignt be expressed in generalised form,'isuch" '&b\ 
witharawal. of missiles from terrivory contiguous or inlproximity ?■ 
of tne verntory "oi s vhe other. ‘ ‘ ¥ ‘ W l ' f. 

2. "Alternative approach might oe to have a proposal for. r ,the Uh i‘;f f 
to senu teams to Cuba ana,Turkey to ’take control over the missiles V S 
there peuuing tueuoutcome of negotiations. U Thant;mignt^ue(put l- 

up' to advancing such proposals, ‘ •> i 

'■* ' ... . .. -M:- \ ■ r ' ' *’ • • •' ‘ • •*“ r* ’• ^ 

h ' • •* \ : • v;r " .* / t • 

^ct 50; (going for complete removal of SovietOCuban tie , we^H-;:-. ? 

woulu have to go muen further in guarantee against invasion and ; ; 

attacks by emigre groups; mi u ht tie our hands later, witn.* > t ; ; 

1 undesiraole precedents for Berlin.) . f 

Going only for nucle r weapons out of Cuba would permit 
conaitiunal guarantee against invasion. ; 

j. » 

Oct 51; memcon with Euri Zhukov, foreign Editor of Pravaa ana' 

Geor 6 i Bolshakov, eaitor of USSR Mg. 

I also pointed out the extremely difficult position in wnich I 
vhe Soviet action insenamg missiles to Cuba had placed the A res. 

He nad gone on record in tne midst of an election campaign as 
saying that cuoa naa only defensive arms and nis political oppon¬ 
ents were making vne most of vhis. 

(On reversal of Oct 27 from Oct 26 letters): I sa.id our press 
nad speculated ((Thompson?)) that I-ir. K had made tne first 
proposal anu haa seen overrulea. Zhukov said immediately he was 
cercam tnis wasn 1 1 the case anu chat iir. K was still tne boss. He ; 
saiu he was not in Ho scow at tne time but his guess would be that ^ f- 

tne valk in tnis country and elsewhere uy tne press and others tnat 4 : 

there was a possibility of a Cuban-Turkish deal nad lea vhe kremlinyU ; 

to put tnis forwaru in vneir interests in finding a solution. 

. i-ir. hoi. emphasizea vnav tnere wasmuen talk around Mew York about - 

tnis matter. (?) . . v. ^ 

• ' v 7 ■’ V;*.; 

((Who predicted Sovs woula get out without tnis? Hostow 
apparently believeu.)) . . ^ .v- ‘ r- > . ' ■ .•. 1;. 

On leaving, Bloshakov compalined of a particular picture published 
in US Mews anu World Report showing the Pres talking to Gromyko 
and Dobrynin wnich laoeled the Sov officials as liars. Bolshakov 
said he couiu assure me tnat neitner Gromyiao nor Dobrynin knew of 
- this development (presumably the installation of meaium-range 
missiles in Cuba). 



5 Mov; memcon, with Dob, Noxz 5. 

At end of conversation, as he was leaving, I saiu that ne 
must nave been an a very awkwara position over this whole tning and 
he said that tnis was quite true, and declared categorically that 
he had not known of the Soviet operation in Cuba, x said that x 

-kg^>-%XejLAi-8_sJ>oJtemenj ^aitu_f.elt sure that, Ken an.gk did also, [ 















Nov 6, droft reply to Nov 5 lottor 


Door Mr. Chairman, 

I an surprised that in your letter, which I received yesterday,, you 
suggest that, in giving your representative in New York a list of the 
weapons we consider offensive thore wa3 any desire on our part 4>i> 
complicate the situati n. 

The zmrtxnmtxin: solution of the Cuban affair was established by ny letter 
to you of Oct 27 and your reply of Oct 23. You will recall that in my 
letter of Oct 27, I referred to "all weapons systems in Cuba capable of 
offensive use." You will also recall that in my broadcast address of Oct 
22 that in addition to medium-range ballistic missiles, I mentioned 
specifically "jot bombers capable of carrying nuclear weapons," as "an 
explicit threat to the peace and security of dll the Americas." Finally, 
my proclamation of Oct 23 entitled "Interdiction of the Delivery of Offensive 
Weapons to Cuba" specifically listed bomber aircraft. These facts wore all 
known at the time of our exchange of letters on Cuba. I cannot believe 
that there could have been any doubt in your mind that Il-28s, capable 
of carrying nucl:ar weapons, were included. ((In short: you aro lying agdinl)) 

Your letter says—and J agree—that we should not complicate the situation 
by minor things. But I assure you that this matter of II—28s, is not a minor 
natter for us at all. ((dal: or any possible future matter of submarines)) 

It is true, of course, that these bombers are not the most modern of weapons, 

but they are distinctly eatable of offensive uso against the US and other 
Vest ven KonisDhere countrios ? ctnd I e .21 sure yo\ir own military ■’men would iniorm 

you that the continued existence of such bombers in Cuba would require sub¬ 
stantial measures of military defonse in response by the US. Thus, in simply 
logic those are weapons capable of offensive use. But thero is more in 
it than that, Mr. Chairman. These bombers could carry nuclear weapons for 
long distancos, and they are clearly not needed, any more than missiles, for 
purely defensive purposes on the island of Cuba. x hus their continued presence 
would sustain the grave tension that the missiles, produced, and their removal, 
in my view, is quite as necessary to a good start on ending the recent crisis. 

...I think I should go onto give you a full sense of the very strong 
feelings we have about this wholo affair here in the US. 

These recent events have given a profound shock to the elations between 
our two countries. It may be said, as Mr. Kuznetsov said the other day to 
Mr. McCloy, that the SU wa3 under no obligation to inform us of any activitie 
it was carrying on in a third country. But I cannot accept this view; I 
think you would not either, if the activities being carried on in a third 
country were such as to threaton a major alteration in 'the world balance of 
power upon which our present uneasy peace depends, ((preceding questioned; 
modified?)) /aid however one may judge that argument, the fact of the matter 
is i±x not only that wc were not informed of what your Government was doing 
secretly in Cuba, but that active step3 wore taken to mislead us about what 
was being done. 

I do not refor here only to the TASS article of September, but also to 
communications which were addressed to the highest levels of our Government 
through channels which heretofore had been used for confidential messages 
from the highest levels of your Government. Through these channels wo wero 
specifically informed that no missiles would be placed in Cuba which would haVE 
A range capable of reaching the US. ((Bolshakov?)) In reliance upon these 
assurances ((?)) I attempted, as you know, to restrain those who were giving 
warnings in this country about the trend of events in Cuba. Thus undeniable 



















3. 


I think we must both recognize that it will be very difficult for any 
of us in this Hemisphere to look forward to any real improvement in our^ 
relations with Cuba if it continues to be a ((delete: signilicant)) military 
outpost of the Soviet Union* We have limited our action at present to 
the iproblem of offensive weapons, but I do think it may be important for you 
to consider whether a real normalization of the Cuba problem can ce envisaged 
while there remain in Cuba large number of Soviet military technicians, 
and major weapons systems and commuhications complexes unoer Soviet control, 
all with the recurrent possibil ty that offensive weapons might be secretly 
and rapidly reintroduced. In this connection in particular, wo must attach 
the greatest importance to the assurance you have given, that submarine 
bases will not be established in Cuba. 

In summary, I believe that Cuba can never have normal relat -ns with 
the other nations of this Hemisphere unless it ceases to allow its territory 
to be used militarily by a foreign power from outside the Hemisphere and 
adopts a peaceful course of non-interference in the affairs of its sister 
nations. These wider considerations may belong to a 

later phase of the problem ,but I hope that you will give them careful 
thought. 

"in the immediate situation, however, I repeat that it is the withdrawal . 
of the missiles and bombers, with their supporting equipment, under adequate 
verification, and with a proper system Kcma for continued safeguards in 
the future, that is essential. This is the first necessary step away 
from the crisis, to open the door through which wo can move to restore 
confidence and give attn tion to other problems which uhould be resolved 
in the interests of peace. 

((or, earlier: away:r from the crisis, and unless we take it promptly, 

I do not see how renewed action on our side can be avoided.)) 
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B car - -r • * resident: 

Zt >1 seen t!i at you and we have ccrnc. now to a final stage in 
l'-.> ciininaticn of tension around Cuba. Our relatione are already entering 
r)Q\ ti-'ir- norr.al course since a LI those moans placed by us on the Cuban 
te a-- tory:; which you considered offensive are withdrawn and you ascer¬ 
tained that to which effect a statement was already made by your side. 

i'hat is pood. u e apnrtciatc tnat you just as we ii-i uroo.ChGG fiOt 
dogmatically the solution of the question of eliminating the tension which 
evolved and this enabled us under existing conditions to find el so a 
more flexible form of verification of the withdrawal of the above mentioned 
means. Understanding and flexibility displayed by you in this matter, 
are highly appreciated by us bn though our criticism of American imperialism 
remains inforce because that conflict was indeed created by the policy 
of the US with regard to Cuba. 

i-iore resolute steps should now be takento move towards finalizing 
the elimination of this tension, i.e. you on your part should clearly 
confirm at the UN as you did at your press co reference and in your 
messages to me the pledge of non-invasion of Cuba by the US and your 
allies having removed reservations which are being introduced now into the 
US draft declaration in the Security Council and our recresentatives in 
NY should come to terms with regard to an agreed wording in the decorations 
of both powers of the commitments undertaken by them. 

I believe that you already bad an opportunity to familiarize yourself 
with the text proposed by us of a brief declaration of the Sov Gov in which 
the SU's main commitments resulting from the exchange of messages between 
us are formulated. *-e proceed from the assumption that an analogous brief 
declaration should be made by the U3 C-ov and that the main US commitments 
resulting from the exchange of messages will also be fixed in it. Have a 
look, Mr. rresident, at this proposal submitted by us through your repres- 
entatives in New -^ortc. 

Bui notwithatandin g what the agree Trent on the concrete texts of our 
declarations at this concluding stage will be, anyway the basic goal has bee 
achieved and tension removed, -L will tell youirankly that T .a have removed 
our means from Cuba relying on your assurance that the IB and its allies 
will not invade w Cuba. ^hose means really had the nuroose of defending the 
sovereignty r of Cuba and therefore after your assurance they los o their 
ourpese. “e hone and we would like to believe—I spoke of toat cub lie ly 
too, as you know--that you w T ill aohere to the commitments which you have 
taken, as strictly as we do with regard to our commitments. v ^e, kr. 

* resident, have already fulfilled our commi trnents concerning the removal 
of our missiles and 11—28 planes from Cuba and we did it even aheadof 
time* It is obvious that fulfillment by you of your commitments cannot 
bo as clearly demonstrated as it was done by us since your commitments 
are of a long-term nature. But it is important to fulfill them and to do 
everything so that no doubts are sown from the very start that they will not 
be fulfilled, u already told you at one time that our friends especially 
those of uhem who regard us ivith certain lack of understanding are trying 
to convince us that imperialism cannot be trusted, that is tnat you cannot 
be trusted, as a representative of such caoitalist state as the United 
^uates of America. 













It goc3 without saving that you .unci 1 hive different understanding of 
t.".e ie questions. I shall not go into derails as io what my uni ere Landing 
is because in this rorard you and i cannot have common opinion since we 
ai’e ocoole representin'' different political poles. But tie re aie things 
that require niff common understanding cn both sices and sues common 
underwtancing is possible and even necessary. This is wh& X woild like to 
tell you about. 

Within a short period of time ve anfi you have lived through a rather 
acute crisis. The acuteness of it was that we and you were already ore- 
pared to fight and this would leadto a thermonuclear war. Yes, to a 
thermonuclear world war with all its dreadful consequences, wo took it 
into account and, being convinced that mankind would never forgive the 
statesmen who would not exhaust all oos sibili tie s to prevent catastroohe, 
agreed to a co moromise although we understood—and v:e state it now— that 
your claims had no grounds whatsoever, had no legal basi 3 and represented 
a manifestation of sheer arbitrariness in international affairs .' We agreed 
to a compromise because our main purpose was to extend a helping hand to 
the Cuban peoole in order to exclude thepossibility of invasi n "of Cuba so 
that Cuba could exist and develop as a free sovereign state. This is our 
rriciin ourrose today, it remains to be our main purpose for tomorrow and we 
did not and do. not pursue any other ouroose. 

Therefore, Kr. Ire si dent, everything—the stability in this area and 
noo only xn this area but in the entire world—depends on now you will 
now fulfill the commitments taken by you. Furthermore, it will be now 
a sort of litmus paper, an indicator whether it is possible to trust if 
similar difficulties arise in other geographical areas. I think you will 
agree that if our arrangement for settling tire Cuban crisis fails it will 
undermine a possibility for maneuver which you and wc inuld resort to 
fox , el imina o!.°n ol danger , a oos sibili ty for compromise in the future if 
similar difficulties arise in other areas of the world, and they really 
can arise, we attach great significance to all this, and subsequent 
development will depend on you as r resident and on the US Government. 

we believe that the guarantees for non-invasion of Cuba given by 
you will be maintainedand not only in the period of your stay in the white 
n ouse, that, to use an expression, goes without shying. W e believe that 
you will be able to receive a mandate at the next election too, that is 
that you will be the US Resident for six years, which would appeal to us. 
•^-t our times, six years in world politics is a long period of time and durin 
that period we could create good conditions for peaceful coexistence on 
earth and this would be highly appreciated by the peoples of our countries 
as well as by all other peoples. 

j-herofore, I-lr . 1 resident, I would like to express a wish that you 
lollow the right way, as we do, in appraising the situation. lv ow it is 
of special importance to provide for the possibility of an exchange of 
opinion through confidential channels which you and I have set upland which 
we use. But tie confidential nature of our personal relati cns will depend 
on wnether you fulfill—as we did--the commitments taken ty you and give 
instructions to your representatives in A ‘ew York to formalize these 
commitments in appropriate documents. This is needed in order tht all the 
peoples be sure that tension inthe Caribbean is a ratter of yesterday and 
that now normal conditions have been really created in the world. And for 


ohis is necessary to fix the assmed commitments in the documents of both side: 
anc to register them Kith the UN* 




























LOll ( 


i.. r xresident , do not want to agree with the five coriitions 
rL fon „ rd bi x rime Minister of the Public of Cuba Fidel Castrol. 

indeed, these five principles corr es-on d iblly to the provisions^of^the- 

U2. Charter which is a legal 


way, 


finger 

this 


basis i'or the relations inong states, a sort of 
’ourd.-tion for securing ncace and peaceful coexistence. I vail tell you 
frankly that such position of yours is surprising. Kay be vo,hnvc ; ,^ 
difficulties. b u t, hr. r resident, we who occupy such re pons able nooitaon 
■i n the vorid and who are endowed with high trust, have teowreome these 
difficulties. 'Hie neoples will aporociate that because for them it 

means ensuring lasting peace on earth. +h - n ^ 

X+- vould like to exnress to you my disapproval of certain thm^. 

*e read now various articles by your columnists and cor res nondents and we 
are concerned that in those articles they are widely commenting on the 
confidential exchange of ooinion and it is being don by the people who as 
it sscr. would seem have to relation to confidential channels set uo between 
us. Judging by the contents of these articles it is clear that their autno. 
arc wei-1 informed and we get an impression that this i* not a iw^u o 
an accidental leak of the confidential information IjuI a result of 
benevolence for those oeoole into whose hands gets the information trey ma* 
public. This evidently is done for the purpose of informing tie public m 

a one-sided way. . 

Frankly speaking, if we use the confidential communications this 

it will be far from facilitating confidence in those channels. You 
yourself realize that if your side begins to act in the way that our 
exchange of opinion by way of confidential charaids v illleak through 
those channels will cease to be of use and may even cause harm, but 
is up to you. If youcondider that those channels have outlived themslives 
and are of no use any longer, then we also willdraw appropriate exclusions 
in this respect. 1 tell you this straightforwardly and ± woulc like to 
know your opinion on this matter. have been denouncing American 
imperialism. But on the other hand I consider it useful for us to 
continue to maintain the possibility of confidential exchange of opinion 
because a minimum of personal trust is necessary for leadin; statesmen of 
both countries and this corresoonds to the interests of our countries and 
peonies, to the interests of peace all over the vorld. 

Let us, Mr. Bresident, eliminate promptly the consequences of the 
d u ban crisis and get down'to solving eux other questions, and we havethem 
in number. As far as nuclear test ban is concerned this is a minor cuesmic 
or. the whole. I am going to address to you a confidential letter and pro¬ 
posals on this questioned 1 hope that we will overcome.diffic uLtie s 
existing in this question. x he problem of disarmament is a different 
matter; it is a major and difficult question now. 

But, of course, the main question is the German Question and it is 
an easy and at the same time difficult one. I say that it is an easy and 
at the same time difficult Question. B u t this is really so. It is easy 
because our proposals for concluding a peace treaty do not. demand any 
concessions from either side, neither do they demand any losses from eithu 
side. These proposals only fix the situation which has developed as a 

result of World war II. . , , 

After the talks that our Minister of Foreign Affairs A. Gromyxo hac 
with veur Secretary of State B. busk, only one Question in effect remainso 
unresolved—that of troops in <-est Berlin: troops of what countries, lor 

what term and under what flax will be stationed there. 
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I would like you to understand mo correctly on this question. Let 
solve it. -o will not escape the necessity to solve this question 
ar.vv.-.y. To tell tire ruth, this question is not worth an eggshell if a 
realistic a--'roach is employed in ao^raising the situation in Germany where 
two sovereign German states have developed and if a course followed is 
aimed at an a groom nt on •vest Berlin and not at leaving it to remain a danger¬ 
ous hot-bedof collision between states. Ghould really you and we—two 
great states—submit, willingly or unwillingly, our policy, the interests of 
our states to the old-aged man who both morally and physically is with one 
foot in the grave? Should we really become toys in his hands? By concludin 
peace treaty we would lose nothing but v.e would gpin a oossibility to 
strength.cn friendly relations between our states, would untie the knot in 
Europe wr.ich is fraught with danger for the whole world only because most 
extreme aggressive militarist forces in west Germany are interested in this. 

Ilease excuse me for my straightforwardness and frankness but 1 
believe as before that a frank and straightforward exchange ofooinion is 
needed to avo id the worst. 

ilease, convey to your wife andyour whole family wishes fcf good health 
from myself, my wife and my entire family. 











Dour j*r.Chaiman: 

I was glad to have your message of December 11th one to know that you 
believe,as we do, that v;e have come to the final stage of the Cubanaffair 
between us, the settlement of which will have significance for yur future 
relations and for our ability to overcome other difficulties. 1 wish 
to thank you for your expression of appreciation of the understanding and 
flexibility we have tried to display. 

1 have followedwith close attention the negotiations on the final settleme nt 
of the Cuban question between your representative, Hr. Kuznetsov, and our 
representative^, Amb. Stevenson and Hr. McCloy, in New iork. in these 
negotiations we have tried to understand your position and I arn glad to note 
that nr. Kuznetsov has also shown effort to understand our problems. It 
is clearly in the interest of both sides that we reach agreement on how 
finally to dixnose of the Cuban crisis. To this end, Amb. Stevenson and iU r. 
HcCloy presented on Wednesday a new draft of a joint statement which by now 
has certainly reached you. I wish to assure that it is our purpose to end 
this affair as simoly and clearly as possible. 

You refer to the importance of my statements on an invasion of Cuba and 
of our intention to fulfill them, so that no doubts are sown from thevery 
start. I have already stated my position publicly in m£ press cnference 
on November 20th, and I am glad that this statement appears to have your 
understanding; we have never wanted to be driven by the acts of others 
into war in Cuba. The other side of the coin, however, is that we do need 
to have adecuate assurances that all offensive weapons are removed from Cuba 
and are not reintroduced, and that Cuba itself commits no aggressive acts 
against any o'f the nations of the western n emis.ohere. As I understand you, 
3 r ou feelt confident that Cuba will not in fact engage in such aggressive 
acts, and of course I already have your own assurance about the offensive 
weapons. So I myself should suppose that you could accept our position— 
but it is probably better to leave final discussion of these matters to our 
representatives in w ew York. I quite agree with you that the larger part 
of the crisis has now been ended and we should not permit others to stand 
in the way of promptly settling the rest without further acrimony. 

Hith regard to your reference to the confidentialchannels set up 
between us, 1 can assure you that I value them. I have not concealed from 
you that it was a serious disappointment to me that dangerously misleading 
information should have come through these channels before the recent 
crisis!You may also wish to know that by an accident or misunderstanding 
one of your diplomats appears to have used a representative of a private 
television network as a channel to us. This is always unwise in our 
country, where the memb rs of the press often insist on printing at some 
later time what they may learn privately. 

















c.' -.r- j our f.yrtcv.r. are so differ. nt, you may nob be fully familiar with 
i , "■ ct - ' C 'S of the American press. iho competition for ravs in this 

f^rco. " ^ number of the competitors are not QTQ at admirers of 
^‘‘^V^ktktion* and perhaps an even larger number are not wholly fri.cnr.ly 
-o voury ~ nrre in Washington alone we have 1200 reporters accredited to 
tV Ihite nouse alone, and thousands more in other assignments, hot one 
o'r r,p r ; s accountable to this government for what he reports. It.would be 
a*»reat mistake to think that what appears in newspapers and magazines 
necessarily has anything to do with the oolicy and nuroose of tras government. 
1 am glad to say that I have some friends among newspapermen, but no 

but let me emphasize again that we do indeed value these conficontial 
channels. 1 entirely share your view that some trust is necessary for 
leading statesmen of our two counuries; I believe that it is imoortant to 
build the area of trust wherever r.ossible. I srnll of course continue to 
hold and to express my convictions about the relative merits of our systems 
of government, and I shall not be surprised if you do the same. 

In particular, we have been very glad to have opportunities lor r.rivate 
exchanges with and through i-1 r. Bolshakov, and 1 an sorry to learn uhat he 
is returning to Moscow, -Lt is our impression that he has made a real enort 
uo in rove communications and understanding between our two governments, and 

we shall miss him very much. . 

I appreciate your writing me so frankly, ana in return I have trie 
to be as straightforward, for I agree with you that only through suchfr^nk 
exchanges can we better understand our respective points ol view, tartly 
for this’reason I refrained in my last press conference from commenting on 
certain aspects of your speech before the Supreme Soviet with which you 
realize, of course, we could not agree. 

V;e also are hooeful that once the Cuban crisis isbehind us,we shall be 
able to tackle the other problems confronting us and to find the path to 
their solution. 


I cannot refrainfron commenting briefly on your reference to the German 
ouesbion, though I do not think that it would be useful in this message 
to expound our full position once again. But your suggestion that the 
interests of our two countries are toys in the hands ofChanceJlor Adenauer 
seems to me to miss entirely the true nature of the problem wnich confronts 
us in i rp -w central Europe. Bor here the vital interests of nany states are 
involved—on your side as well as ours, -^f this is recognized, bhen 1 an 
confident that a w’ay can be found which will accomodate obese inteiests and 
which will lead to a peaceful settlement. I cannot cuite agree with you that 
hr.husk and «r. Gromyko have settled everything on Berlin but one issue. ^ 
ihev are swillful and experienced diplomats, but I do not think we scould 
give thentoo much credit yet. otill it is ouite true, as you say, tnat the 
nnin issue wnich seems to separate us on Berlin is that of the presence of 
troops in west Berlin. I an confident that if }oucould being from 
an understanding of our position on this vital point, our chance^, oj. making 
-regress would be greatly improved. 











- L - ook foivarc l.o receivin-; your co nfidential letter and proposals on 
ter Oc.n eui:st;on, nr.'. 1 tu^ru: chore-is every reason to keep working 

on L '; rroolcm. - rye that in yoiT message in this subject you v/ill tell 

ne v.e.iw you think at mu the position of the oeorle in Bering on this 
oucoti-n. It seems to r.e very ii: ortant forfcoth of us that in our efforts 
to aa:ro m end to nuclear testing v;e sroulci not overlook this rrrea of the 
world• 


i nank you to r your expressions 
lei 1 c in turn mm. you and your Vi 
for the coning year. 


of food vrj snes to me and my family, and 
ie ana lazily oUr personal good vdshes 
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lj L>i* t*i c*. X ij X o C i 11 * O Y C 1 , n O Vi d o C X t * .* —• x i oil i j V j 11 ^ X X e i U 1O Vi x* X* Vc_,i"X' 

pieaiuent at turn Uxt, tlxe piuiJxXAii of (JUoa v.uuld nave been 

ii cxnil 1 X 0. X i i d aI» IX X XX ill 0 X X lii &X ul* li lid ill1 e r . A lx o l cl 10 U b C Y> 0 Clll ii XX 1/1X 

to ocxieve tnat presiuent Aeuueay' s litcition wan Quo to tne fact 
tnat we were navin^ elections in tne near future in tno US. 

In auy event, ne ouservea rren. ne^xieuy xxaa eixonniea on a very, 
Very cancerous policy, wnetner Decauae of American nxatnonics 
or the ireciaent's youtn. 
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" nau oeeu auie accomplish.was "aw£ul‘! . .^V 


in l'uui 
fri^ntexi 


inis remark not 


j\ Otii-Ci v»n&i* mou .^i n 

sd.se oi word. He made 

tareaieii aayoae# iie saia ae alwaj/o 

Siiov.od iuai erne new development that uney< mus b; 
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in Qi'iort to 
told, nisiuilitary 
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otnor siue not stupid, ana sole accomplish same a tiling. 


people whenever tnty 
realise 
saia level 01 
;■ .could uo, o 1 ne 
\ , ;d'Tnrou 0 nou 
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W'ln uiscussin^ uisarmameut.. .1 saiu.. .our whole eilort in 1 this 
iiieiu seemed dreeing aowu because; of'ISoviet obsession with secrecy,^- 
wnicli I uexievea Dased on outmoued analysis. 1 cited Xelstar as 

evidence worlu shrinking and said whatever advan ta^e they • ; . 

jc/ wasting asset. K responded it mi^nt bar-true .they • ^ 
attention ia’and importance to secrecy but said,..on : -.|v‘ 
iiilitary oosessea witn desire acquire ever more 


ia 0 e s t 

nau irom secrecy 
^ave too muon 
uar side our military 

iniormation. lie suiu oi' course every country nau spies out sending 
U -2 across i rontier was essential!./ act oi war 
wnere tneir rocket oases were out tnese 
oamuuilatjtd. ((nau just atarteu?)) 1 a 
trait 1-0 tear unknown out pointtu out 
since it 

not exist. K wain ne was muie n 


We wanted to know 
ii^e anything else couia be i : < 
said it wasnatural humaii 
tuis not to Ineir advaxitage 

caused our military to prepaxe to meet threats wmon mi 0 nt -j. 
saiu he was more noncerned now with use. oi' outer space V " 


tna.nv.itii plaxies out saiu his own people hau shown him pnot.os (not 
clear wnether iro-i piaxxes or satellites but 1 inierreu latter) 
snov.in u airiieid or iactories and even planes on field, out not 
snowing viiat purpose oiplaxies was or wnat iactories prouuceu. Always 
possiule conceal essexitiai ini'ormatiuxx. 

Witn r.e^aru to our zoxiai proposal K said there were o ly limited 
xiumoer oi' soviet rocket oases ana we knew where tney are. I t woula^/ 
tnereiore oe simple ior us to arrange to inspect tnem all. ... 

He said essence oi disarmament prouiem was tnat we wanted,!: to take 
away weapon with whicn they could hit us while preserving-'our 'over-^'- 
seas oa^es ior use against them. ((He was aoou 



K saiu' in South Vietnam we nau stumoled into oog ana would^be^'!.:y.. 
miraa down there forlong time. 


...K said he 
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n . , .x . ».,. ..:^£ c ]i(j t ii.au u een a ole aCCOutpliv.a^ av.uul 

U — Uc Yt.iUtr UiVj W* U i ii UCAW - x 

iv.u ,cac a v» - oi'u• he maae L^is r^arK noi m anon lu 

i nitn or ini'ciik.. a..jo,c. ne nfc al ' v£ -j' e tUxa “isuiiiitary 

^. t vrorover u.ty snowea uiiu t-ue utw development wn-i tney must 

ailSe Ol/LoT Slue. .-O c stupid UXj.u Ucie aCCGXupl J. oil Scout; t.iiiig. hC 

la icvti *01 science i.. ooui countries aoout same anu vn&t one 

aJLu UO , O i/!.'. I' Co-il Uo 2 .ic 0 . 

'inrou iiOut conversation K made many reiereuces to U-1. 


■ x u uiscussiufc disarmament...I saia... our whole extort m tnis 
litxu stfcu.su. ureoKiii^ aowu oeuause of Soviet obsession with secrecy 
wuicn I uexxtveu oasea on oatmoaea analysis. 1 cited Teistar as 
lactst eviaence woxla sriri-xinixi^ ana said whatever aaveux ta^e tney 
naa iru*- secrecy vastly asset. K responaed it mignt oe true tney 
cave two muon attention and importance to stcrecy uut said on 
our siat Our iunitary oosessea wiui aesire acquire ever ^ore 
ir.xor.-ittion, he saia oi course every country naa spies out sending 
P—^ uci'css irentier was essentially act oi war. V<e tautet to knCv, 


V» iib'f t Li. L X 


rock6 b ijctbUio "WoX‘0 ouL LntSc iin6 any LJfllXi^ 6i.bC COUJ.U 06 


CLiuUuilu^dU. ((hciU J US L SturL6u?)j I Said it WUSliciL Uxcil ilUoau 
LTcilL uO ical' Um.r^miOY.'xi Out puinUu OUo tnis OO o LO oitClT UU-VUn Lci^,6 

Sii.ct xi causca our liiiiiocuy to prepare to meet Lhreaus v<ruon iu 0 nt 
nob auot. K baiu ne v;as more concerned no\v vi bh use oi ouuer space 
oaaixUUi planes out sain nis own people hau snown him pnotos (not 
f~» i >—; ^* Vint l nex"* ironuk planes ox satel-aioes out .l x.nxexxeu 1 n L t e m ) 
snuLxiv ainieia or iacuories and even planes ou iielu, out nOL 
iiiCv.x.. 0 xuit purpose oipian.es was ox' wxiat xactories pxuaaceu. nx.way* 
uwuwmx cuiiCeai esseXxti a l i u 1 o x uia11un. 

V, x tix rc 0 ar'w oi our sox*ai proposal K saia tnere wexe o ly liiuiouu 
f, n, r oi soviet rocnet oases ana we ki^ew where tney are. i t wouiu 
tx.erc.ore ot sum^me lor us to arraxi^e oO inspect txxe*u ali. ... 
ht saia essexice ox aisarmarnexit pro oi em was tnat we wan tea to tane 
awa u weapon with whicn they couiu nit us while preserving our over¬ 
seas oa^ts loi' use against txiexxx. ((he was aoout to acquire Date)) 


K saia iii Soutrx Vietnam we naa stumbled into oog aria would be 
uiiraa uovn LOcrs lorlon^ time*. 












- - ou. u* I x O x »_* ux a >.* sx 1 u _ * ^ * x ►.. u u j i cl o J ui oCUGS 6Ii0il Cri O uj^ii XI0 Ci.XiC_i.XK.0CL 

c,i ^_’ ^*.oicawc.i w i-.u. u \j '„l *-^j xc*x>.X/ vid ii 0 liciu rCC.U report 

I x x o c Rucr.-ui C*«j aO CC.iVci oC u *. J*. 0-1*0 iiOxx Ox SOCOXiG. OliC 1 l \vcLi5 already 

ciccr Cur uic.ic 0 ue v,c.c uo c.x, he wouiu nave no cnoxce buu 

uo picCocu v.i I;* *a k/uXc 01 li ce ai cer wnich our rights tuere ? 
xxxCi.uuxx*^ i'i 0 i:C ox aoocSooj wouxc exiO.* he empmasizeu uiiavbaot 
r Xici.i.ix Vi c ^ ^ ill i c^> amo*. ij c v x c o o \v o ai a c t anu oy t n cm f 0 n t ni s 
occacx^ou ana oonere m conversation he showea ^reat sensitivity 
to \u*ai lie cOiXiu^m tnreawS ana saia Sovxec Union ^reac power* 
no l b-*uj.i coan cry w*.xcn co'axo. ice inreatenea wi in iiiipunitj # 

naa su 0 ^ec>Lca ci^uC v.ouia luaioe solution easier cut ne couici iiot 
^11 ixueix..i uui j 0 iron some onxnXjS bee hus k. nau. saxa vve apcarexi tiy 
nux xuea oi uLt'Xuxn 0 tarns, cut tnxs not acceptacie* bov ^uvi nan 
n xcCi axxxereno pioposais to iixia soiutxon cut v^e xnsxsteci on 

naxx.-aiiiUc occupation in center ox sovereign GDh* 

. * .n.ni Tno^i-p: xt wao boviet sxu.e anu not we tnac nau cocusseu 
woixo atit*iUO;. on rei’ixii to point wnere sualxest tnxn- became 
teco oi our intentions. I . omtea out tnat ps^cholo^y oi people 
oi -tiiic 1**1 hC ut Germany nau cecume very importaxit» i^any people 
Oi. Our sice lei! tnat acceptance oi soviet proposaxs meant we v.ouia 
xo^c, .*oi o^.x^ noi’ix.i cut rest oi Germany anu conseoueii -..!j an oi 
Lurope. i saia tnat anu Ke Knew wnat lilbricnt wan tea in best 

iiuiiii;. x\ iisa xxiu.seii sain taal our troops in nerixa nau ao miiitai^ 
vaxuc aau we u 0 reeu wxcn tnis appraisal, out tney were essential to 
max.* mn C 0 xxixaeiiv_e oi peoo.10 ox hei'iin^ 


a saj.u we oi ten reierreu to prestige out dia not taice into aeoouat 
gi c„ u j- c oi w ovect ux.iou . Continuance ol occapatioxi wouxu oe 
x.u.ex... to xiatx Ger^axi^ aau doviet uniox.. he saiu we also 

rej.erx.eu to cumnitalent to people oi merlin out we nau no ri,.ht 

uu ...„j e ^cx. ee-aiuuu waen it involvfeu interests oi allies wno hau 

I said I tnought in matters oi tiiiu 


kuut b;*ui'*uous saarxiices m war# 

k^x.u it was important to try to get other persons point oi view, i asro 
Xii ~ '•no.t ne wouxu uo ii ne nau Soviet troops insimilar sivuatxon aau we 


su-u we i.ouiu out txiexii on. I Knew ne wouiu respond tnat ne wouiu si,,n 
‘‘•ttnuraw (oeiore interpreter reached tnis sentence X inter- 
jecueu to exactly tnat). i & ot impressxon tnat tnis remarx nau 
sou.u fcxiect. K said ne was co*s_xuerin a orin 0 ing mat ter beiore b.\ 

" a _ comfcctiOu mane some va w ue reference to possiuie conliss.oa 

Ou —u.. ordti tricxodd couxu u.axe clear its position oeiore 


Sx>. x*lii e 


C O X X c cl^ U 0 


trea^.r.e said ne was uiacussxn 6 tnispossioixit j witn nis 
uuo no decision hau oeeii taKenaxi.a xxe nau not maae up 
u waetxier tais was test course out it nau certain appear 


mis GWii a.x* 

i or ii xm# 

rais part 01 coxiversatioaenaea by my telling mm ne snoulu i uU 
0U ' &xVte uS 06 ‘-tor cnoice of alternatives than those x.ow beiore 
us was coraiax tnrou oli out discussion axxa I nau impress.ou ne 

Cw..oiucreu ne nau to move aneaa out was deeply trouuleu. ;; e empx.usiiea 
UA ~ c0 tnis was tne one picuiem sta..uin 0 in wa^ or ^ocu 

Iciamo:*o CCcV.^Cii UO an^ 1 o6xicV6 Xic iz CxixCClX Xu Umx^. 
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^ • y^y ^ ^ i i ^ b 1 llilO vb X X J*J L» U 1 «L J O r U X. 1 I “* ij X\ i d» Lu «. 1 x i"w « 

^ ^ ^ i I'c ,_. 1 -— 1 C ^ U1 e u V cii T/iii Lei b bill i!q to» t*.X CQXilb X b i Uh 

v.i. u ul" 1 a. - * ovsUXlOi- G O U Uii JL U v.*. O Cv Lr S 1 **-i U. X1 p 0 el Ot/ b i C U c*.1- s Ji xo Vi o b X t 

u. -.'o ,';U*-/u X JL X ii Cut o Li.u*i Oil Xnu G 0 Uo 1u • Ill V i b 1 Vi OX oi 11 S X n e 

u**u~ n« nus outuritu ‘go us in souie wu,y or oxn^r xo lxurtto one 
^m x^emo v in ; X5u.cn u xnxeux on Gne p ux % c ox xne 'Ato bt?rii rotoere 

y si x\/ v* ere x o nr x s c Xu corxxiec oion w x Gn x ne sx ^ iii ii^ o v us ox u 

u ^ r «— »-*—.* p e u e t. xi e cb oj • 

Tiioiup: I oexxeve move represents coxis idei auly mouxiiea version 

O i V11 cvX XG li Uuilj Wo*S wliU i 

((.So tnis wus px'oposui K xss v^uxii^ to srin& to UI\—niter elections— 
Uxia ai xei dssiios operuXsoiiux • ^ j 

n nsntiU. me go spoctK to pres auuut our hurussment oi Guvxo g snips, 
he cibtu both air iiispection ana one case wnei e American snip nau 
eo^udiaixUeu Govit'i snip sxop or be lireu on. He suiu xneoe vxrtuuiiy 
ue u ox tour aixu xx continued Soviets wouiu nave to rep-Ly in xiinci, out 
xsiieci uvula viariiAt ucXxOns. 

i nave tuKen up tnis problem severas tines bexoi’e cnxu cun onij 
x*epeuG m sg ron^ convic oion Xnat vmatever vuxut toe muj ^ain iron 
our icleixGxxica g xOil oi Sovxex snaps ix* tnxs wuy ? we ai'e puyin^i too 
niSjii a jrxcfe xur iG 1 xj. eixecG 1 u mus upon xop Sovxex 1eacxersnip. 

Xiixs v;as auos. omy time in our lo & conversation wnenK spoxce 
witn any neax. he said. SU was b reao power ana couiu nox tolerate 
utxn b treateu in Xnis \jcij • He saxci ne uouuXeu pres Knew aeoux xnis 
personally and nau coixsiueren VvI'sxxxa^ nixn lex u e r aoout it. 

• • • ♦ 

ntiiectm^, upon my taxn witn K. nave ioliowiii^ conclusions; 

1) Am iuOi'fc COnvxnCeu ‘tiiS.il 6V6T tiia t life S. o IfctiSli 0.06S iiO b ilibfcilO 
pnxii btixin c^u&soiOii to point ox 16ax x*xoa ox v/ax* i*iOon v#ixi o6p6iio y 
aov.over, Oii aoXx^uuO iiis colioa^uoa ano axxios as 'wti± as upon now 

v. e uxuuxe ‘Gii6 ixatbox.. ..su. ot) 66t \V6 must u& oxi/XSXigx^ carsiuX oil tii6 
01^6 naiiu to Siiov< v/6 ai'fc sorxous in oui' us o6i‘uiination to d.6i6iiu. 

Berlin aiio on other to c-voxo en s a^in 0 tnoir prestige particularii' 

in tn6 ixiaioary ixslo as tnsy ars unDfelievaoly sonsitivs aoout t»nis« 

I tiiiiiu, ior example, we snouia lor the piesent play oown any uoasts 
aoou.t Oui mixitar j superiority a*»u in Berlin itsexi civoxd ai^y aotxon 
tnat could be consiaered by tnem as annoyance on our part. At same 
t*^.e v;e snouio proceed vigorously witn contiagency planning vnicn tne 
wixl K...OW aouut out witn out puuiicity. 

I bexxeve K is xiaeiy to orin^ Berlin proolem xa oelore UJ a.ua 
yiOcaUy wxii personally present Soviet case. 

...x uvuot tnat wt wxli 6 et anywnete on re;1 uisarmament at tnis oxmg 
a w 0i - impression, nov.evt.-r, tnat K Will oe preparea sorxousiy to con- 
otfc^x to prevent war oy acciueut or miscalculation, if we can 
0 t. t Ovc- ti.e nOixin nump ai»u. tneniet mm KiiOv< our xii-fclxi 0 cnofc 
c..x —.n c „ we _i 0 nt imate pro 0 rese oii GCJ. 
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;vJt rvu iio oouiu achieve aia ^vu. 

Cw.. V wb tuUo uiiU Ow^aol l/f 


K Wia *.c xu aau buiurtu no... ur-^n xu ^ 

ruin xu ouicrs out ux, c*up wo^u ^ ^ oeu«, Wua . 

111 uv Ouiuxwu Uub <s.l...Ob U Cci' uau.lj UuXrufe XhU Ki.UV.lU^ U ucllUVt. 

tniu vit;re lacx. ne would u&*a t^xuauxzou n a.uon xuic xoiu.. w x,y. 











